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92 Journal of American Folk-Lore. 

The Women of Turkey and their Folk-Lore. By Lucy M. J. Gar- 
nett. With an Ethnographical Map, and Introductory Chapters on the. 
Ethnography of Turkey, and Folk-Conceptions of Nature. By John S. 
Stuart-Glennie, M. A. The Christian Women. London : David 
Nutt, 270-271, Strand, W. C. 1890. 8vo, pp. lxxviii., 382. 

The beautiful volume before us, which sufficiently proves that, in the 
charm of paper and type, America has still much to learn from the mother- 
country, is the first of two volumes which make up this work ; the title of 
the second volume being " The Semitic and Moslem Women." The book 
is the result of Miss Garnett's travels and personal observation. The 
races treated of are the Vlach, Greek, Armenian, Bulgarian, and Frank. 
The subjects discussed under each head are indicated by the first chapter, 
which is headed " Vlach Women : their Social Status and Activities — 
Family Ceremonies — Beliefs and Superstitions — and Folk-poesy." The 
poetry seems, except in the case of some minor additions, to be drawn 
from printed sources ; but the observations on manners and customs are 
from presonal observation, and, so far as we know, unique. A more fas- 
cinating field for the student it would be impossible to find. In considering 
the vastness of the material, and the necessity at every point of extensive 
monographs, one ardently indulges the desire, unlikely, alas ! to be fulfilled, 
that a Folk-Lore Society might be formed at Constantinople. 

Miss Garnett's observations are not only most agreeable in themselves, 
but in some cases bring into vivid relief the utility of the study of Folk- 
Lore as an aid to Archfeology and History. Many archaeologists, we are 
aware, are quite indifferent to modern tradition, conceiving that it has little 
to do with the study of antiquities ; the perusal of Miss Garnett's book might 
change their opinion. Thus, in relation to the Vlachs, our author remarks, 
describing a marriage ceremony (page 16) : "A singular rite of purely 
Latin origin is now performed by the bride. As she is lifted from her horse 
to the threshold, butter or honey is handed to her, with which she pro- 
ceeds to anoint the door, signifying that she brings with her into the house 
peace, plenty, and joy." This is the custom which seems meaningless to 
the college student, who, in a Latin author, finds the expression ungere pos- 
ies superbos, to anoint the proud door-posts. How much more human and 
familiar it appears when the symbolic sense is perceived in the modern 
survival ! Still more interesting, to an American investigator of the cus- 
toms of the pueblos will be the account of a modern Greek usage (p. 123). 
" In Thessaly and Macedonia it is customary, in times of prolonged 
drought, to send a procession of children round to all the wells and springs 
in their neighborhood. At their head walks a girl adorned with flowers, 
whom they drench with water at each halting-place while singing this in- 
vocation : — 

Perperia, all fresh bedewed, 

Freshen all this neighborhood ; 

By the woods, on the highway, 

As thou goest, to God now pray : 

O my God, upon the plain, 

Send thou us a still, small rain ; 
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That the fields may fruitful be, 

That vines in blossom we may see ; . . ." 

Want of space forbids us to extract further. 

The Introduction of Mr. Stuart- Glennie deals with the author's personal 
theories as to the history of civilization, and must be passed over as be- 
yond our sphere. 

W. W.N. 
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